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*Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.» 








A SERMON. 
ON THE INFLUENCE OF RELIGION ON 
PERITY. 
By O. A. Brownson.* 

* He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of wa- 
ter, that bringeth forth his fruit in his sexson; his leaf 
also shall not wither; and whatsocver he doeth shall 
prosper ”—Psalms i. 3. 

The kindly influence of religion on the heart 
and condition of man has, by most men, in all 
countries, and in all ages of the world, been re- 
ceived and generaliy acknowledged. But reli- 
gion has been chiefly confined to the shades of 
life. Mankind are willing to receive her as a 
comforter—to call in her assistance on any oc- 
casion of deep distress, vr when suffering under 
some great and unexpected calamity. But it 
is not only in the dark and adverse parts of a 
man’s life that religion is useful ; she is no less 
salutary in the hour of prosperity, than in the 
day of adversity. 

hose who would confine her influence to 
the gloom of disappointment or to the melan- 
choly of old uge, greatly mistake ber nature.— 
She is indeed useful in such seasons, and with- 
out her assistance, we should find it extremely 
difficult .o bear up against the many painful 
sensations, that then unite to overwhelm us.— 
But to those who are acquainted with her char- 
acter—to those, whose bearts have felt her 
warm invigorating touch, she will ever be a 
welcome companion. Th will seek her when 
the sun is clouded—wish her to cheer the eve- 
ning of life; but will wish her no less—will 
find her powers no weaker, in the morning of 
prosperity. 

And then she puts on her lovelier charms 
and appears in her more engaging dress. Im- 
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*[ re-publish the following sermon, more from a 
boyish pertiality than from my conviction of its worth. 
It was my first essay in print, and when this was pub- 
lished in 1826, the writer little thought within three 
years, he should be branded heretick, infidel and even 
Atheist by his own friends. The curious may compare 
it with my present sentiments. For though this ser- 
mon is greatly indebted to Dr. Blair, it contains the 
views with which | entered the ministry, and the mild 
practical course [| would gladly have cohtinued had not 
the circumstances of the age compelled me to assume « 
more energetick, and in some instances, a more contro- 
versial aspect. ‘The discourse smacks too much of or- 


thodox phrase to suit my present taste, but its lessons 
cannot be too often repeated, 
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agination cannot present a more pleasing object 
than the youth animated by the pure emotions 
of genuine religion—than th man smiling with 
prosperity, obedient to her calls and faithful in 
the discharge of her offices. “ He is like @ 
tree planted by the rivers of water, that bring- 
eth forth his fruit in his season ; his leaf also 
shall not wither, and whatsoever he doeth shail 
prosper.” 

A more lively and beautiful figure, to repre- 
sent his prosperity, could not have been select- 
ed from the whole compass of nature, than the 
one chosen by the Psalmist in our text. A tree 
is an object of beauty, Few things in nature 
can awaken more pleasing emotions in the bo- 
som. To see one stand on a barren heath with 
short and shrubbed branches and withered 
leaves is, I confess, calculated to depress our 
feelings, and overwhelm us with melancholy 
reflections. But to see one growing beside the 
running stream, that moistens its roots and re- 
plenishes the soil—to behold it bearing its 
“fruit in its season,” giving fragrance, beau 
and shade to the surrounding s¢enery, will fill 
with admiration every lover of nature. Add 
the evergreen leaf with the assurance it “ shall 
not wither,” and you have a picture on which 
you may gaze with emotions of delight and 
tranquility. 

To point out the man that is likened unto 
this tree, and show the increase of his prosper~ 
ity, is the design of this discourse, 

The Psalmist has assisted us in the first part 
of this inquiry. He begins by informing us 
he is blessed ; “‘ Blessed is the man that walk- 
eth not in the counsel of the ungodly, ner 
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in 
the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in 
the law of the Lord, and in his law doth he 
meditate day and night.” Such a one, we are 
informed in our text, “shall be ‘like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water.” &c.—He is one 
then, we may say, who has withdrawn himself 
from ungodliness—has not mingled with the 
vicious multitude, nor joined with scoffers— 
one who studies the law of God, carefully in- 
quires his-duty, cultivates the warm and gen- 
erous emotions of religion, feels them in his 
heart, and acknowledges them in his conduct ; 
one we may suppose who has enlarged his 
mind, expanded his heart with benevolence, 
learned “ to do justly, to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with his God ;” one whose hands, 
are clean, whose intentions pure, whose cone 
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science void of offence, who listens with inter- 
est to the calls of hunanity, commiserates the 
calamities of his brethren, studies to remove the 
load of common misery, and to enable all to 
smile beneath the gracious bounty of our heav- 
enly Father. 

He is one who has subdued his desires for 
unlawful pleasures, weaned his affections from 

ings of this world, and placed them on things 
" above.* One who puts his trust in God, rests 
all his hopes of happiness on the will of his Fa- 
ther, pays his early vows in the sanctuary, re- 
joices to come before the Lord, and bow him- 
self before the high God. And, to sum up his 
character in a word, he is one who avoids vice 
and ‘vicious compations, loves virtue, reveren- 


ces religion, and iskind, generous and humane | 


in all his intercourse with his brethren. Such 


is the man who is religious—such is the maa | 


that shall stand beside the rivers of water, yield 
his fruit in his season, whose leaf also shall not 
‘wither, and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

Let us turn to consider the increase of his 
prosperity, and to show in what manner he is 
more prosperous than the irreligious or bad 
man. * 

1. Prosperity is ineregsed to him because re- 
ligion has prepared his mind for enjoyment.— 
If we look into the heart of the bad man, we 
shall find it filled with a multitude of rough and 
discordant principles, which are continually ra- 
We shall see 


ging and epposing each other. 
inordinate love of wealth, unreasonable ambi- 
tion for greatness, a burning thirst for unlawful 


leasures and sensual gratification. These arc 
increased by appetite, strengthened by indul- 
gence, and confirmed by habit. Their demands 
are loud and imperious. Their objects diller- 
ent, and often contradictory. The man is com- 
pelled to follow each, which must be done at 
the expense of its rival. Thus it happens, the 
éatisfaction gained by the gratification of one 
favorite passion, is generally lost in the disap- 
pointment it occasions another. A thousand 
desires are constantly springing in his bosom, 
so equally balanced in their weight, so nearly 
wertul in their strength, that he no sooner 
decides to follow gne, than his purpose is ska- 
ken, and heis drawn back by another. Hence 
he lives in constant turmoil and perplexity.— 
Hence his mind in a state of perpetual fluctua- 
tion, hangs vacillating between these imperious 
masters ; all of which he wishes to obey, but 
their variety and discordance is such, that le 
. seldom yields obedience to any. Or grant some 
one, more powerful than the rest, has gained 
the ascendency, and reduced the others to sub- 
mission—a thousaud obstacles intervene, which 
delay or embitter its gratification. 


“ * The expression, this world should be restricted 1: 
the vain things of the Jewish age, or if applied at th: 
day, to the pleasures of sense, in opposition to thoce 
above, or to the more noble things of the Gospel, 
Which is righteousness,—ED. 
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We grant the man wealth ; we grant his ex- 
teraal condition may appear flourishing; his 
houses and lands may increase ; his fields yield 
the plenteous harvest. But something is want- 
ing still to complete that plenitude of felicity he 
desires. His mind, yea his heart has become 
attached to his possessions. A mean, sordid, 
avaricious disposition, frequently characteristic 
of wealth, renders him incapable of happiness, 
deadens all the finer feelings, cools all the 
warm emotions of the heart, closes all the small 
springs of pleasure, which excite and spread 
joy and delight through the bosom of the good 
man. 

Or is he bent on worldly applause? Every 
lisp of censure carries dejection to his soul, and 
fills him with the most painful sensations. But 
the good man having subdued these vain de- 
sires, hears unmoved the praise or scorn of the 
world. Conscious of the rectitude of his own 
heart, and the purity of his intentions, all with- 
in is calm, and heaven will take care of that 
which is without. 

Still further, the bad man has a never-failing 
source of uneasiness and deep regret in the im- 
proper means he has used to gratify his. appe- 
tites and passions. The cries of the injured 
orphan, the complaints of the oppressed widow, 
haunt his sleeping and waking hours! Bleed- 
ing innocence torn from the bosom of her pa- 
rents, from the society of her friends, rifled of 
ber charms, ruined, left to bleech in the tempest 
of fortune, strikes daggers to his soul! Con- 
science tells him his guilt is great—his coudem- 
nation is sealed. ‘Trembling at the account 
she reads, horror presents him before the bar of 
his God. His own heart condemns him—God 
is greater than his heart! Struck aghast at the 
picture, sleep becomes a stranger, “ food insip- 
id, society wearisome, pleasure disgusting, and 
life itself a cruel bitter.” 

But the good man having ever aimed well, 
trusts the mercy of his God for the pardon of 
those offences which through the weakness of 
his nature he may have committed. His past 
life brings to his mind no instance of cruelty or 
deception ; no enormous crime or act of injus- 
tice. He delights to call up the hours that 
have gone by. He can view them with a pla- 
cid serenity. He looks around on the present 
with pleasing tranquility, and forward with con- 
fidence and hope. 

2. Prosperity is increased to a good man be- 
cause he is free from all the terrifying appre- 
hensions of unseen calamities and impending 
ruin. The bad man has no source of happi- 
ness but the world. All his dependence is 
placed on the goods of fortune ; his weaith, his 
pleasures, his family, or friends. Little expe- 
rience is sufficientto convince those of the least 
discernment that these are not durable goods. 
“ Riches take to themselves wings and fly a- 
way.” The elements often bursting their rage 
with resistless fury, in one moment bear with 


























them the labors of years, and leave him desti- 
tute. Fame’s shrill clarion may sound his 
achievements, proclaim the multitude of his 
friends and pleasures ; wre Met may slink to 
the caverns of envy, and slander to the shades 
of night. Yet the sun of prosperity will grow 
weary of gilding the habitation of uninterrupt- 
ed repose ; the clouds of sorrow will arise, the 
‘tempest of adversity gather round, and the 
thunder of disappointment burst upon him.— 
His friends will leave him, his name be enroll- 
ed on the black list of infamy, or crowded away 
with the thousands that are,—die and are for- 
gotten ? 

These are ordinary occurrences. These fill 
his mind with dreadful apprehensions, and the 
most gloomy forebodings. In the absence of 
real, he adopts imaginary ills, and mourns over 
anticipated woe, as though he actually felt its 
direful hand. But the good man having culti- 
vated his mind, acquired habits of virtue, has @ 
source of happiness independent of his extern- 
al condition. He has a fund within himself— 
a permanent fund, whence he cau continually 
draw fresh pleasures. Me has learned all sub- 
lunary things are evanescent. He expects they 
will leave him. He guards against their Qight; 
but prepares himself to meet, unmoved, the 
shock. But should they leave him, he is not 
destitute ; his peace of mind remains. ‘That 
rests on the rectitude of his heart, the purity of 
his intentions, the consciousness that he has ev- 
er discharged his duty, and been feithful over 
those things which are placed under his care. 
This source of happiness no change of fortune 
can destroy. It remains the same whether she 
smiles or frowns, and this being the source of 
his greatest and chief happmess, he can dread 
no attack from without, fear no approaching ca- 
lamity or impending ruin. He trusts in his 
God. ‘He shall hide hia in his pavillion, in 
the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide him, 
he shall place him upon a rock.” Hence, se- 
cure from all imaginary ills, from all forebodings 
of future woe, he can enjoy his prosperity with 
cheerfulness and tranquility. 

3. But prosperity is still farther increased to 
the good man * the generous manner in which 
he uses it. Reason and religion both assert 
the fact that every thing is good and proper in 
itself considered, that the only evil there is in 
any thing is the improper manner in which it 
may be used. Hence the bad man by the im- 
proper use he makes of his prosperity, converts 
it into adversity. He allows it to corrupt his 
temper, to debase his mind, produce a feverish 
and sickly appetite ; to enervate the nobler fac- 
ulties of his soul, harden his heart, biind his 
eyes and deafen his ears to the complaints, suf- 
ferings and wretched condition of those around 
him; to generate that frame of mind which be- 
comes confident of its own importance and su- 
periority ; proud and haughty looks with con- 
tempt on others, and secures their hatred and 
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detestation. He hears no one proclaim his 
benedictions ; sees no one happy through his 
munificence ; has no consoling reflection that 
he has studied to lighten the load of common 
misery ; receives the kind embrace of no wor- 
thy, virtuous and affectionate friend. The be-4 
haviour of all with whom he associates is char- 
acteristed by cold civility, or disgusting obsequi- ° 
ousnéss, Hence he languishes in the midst of 
his studied refinement and vast possessions, en- 
vied and envying, unloving and unbeloved. 

But on the other hand, mark the good man, 
Religion has softened his heart, and rendered 
him feelingly alive to the wants and distresses 
of others, He has not possessed wealth for 
himself alone, he has made it a common bles- 
sing. He has compassionated the sufferings of 
the wretched ; his presence has gladdened the 
lonely cottage ; his bounty has rescued the hun- 
gry soul from death. He sees a happy land 
smiling with content, made so by his benefac- 
tious. The blessing has returned upon his own 
head; and the secret delight of benevolence 
and gratitude, has fully demonstrated the- fact, 
“it is more blessed to give than receive !”? He 
can adopt the language of the once prosperous 
Job: ‘“* When the ear heard me then it blessed 
me ; and when the eye saw me it gave witness, 
to me, because I delivered the poor that cried, 
and the fatherless and him that had none to 
help him. The blessing of him that was ready 
to perish came upon me, and I caused the wid- 
ows’ heart to sing for joy. I put on righteous- 
ness and it clothed me ; my judgement was asa 
robe and a diamond, I was eyes to the blind, 
and feet was I to the lame. 1 was a father to 
the poor; and the cause which I knew not J 
searched out. My root was spread out by the 
waéers, and the dew lay all night upon my 
branch. My glory was fresh within me, and 
my bow was renewed in my hand.” 

4. But lastly, prosperity is increased to the 
good man from the happy prospect he has in 
his children, The greatest and chief concern 
of a man’s life is his children. To provide for 
them, to see them walk in the paths of useful- 
ness, fill places of honor and respectability, con- 
stitutes a large proportion of the felicity allotted 
his pilgrimage journey of life. While the bad 
man has been engrossed in the cares of the 
world, neglecting the education of his children, 
vainly thinking to ensue their felicity by world- 
ly splendour, the good man has been faithfully 
cultivating the minds of his, suppressing their 
evil propensities, drawing out the latent virtues 
of their nature, and with “‘ pious care,” endeav- 
oring to form them to all that is truly great or 
good in man. While the bad man hasthe mor- 
tification to see his children grow up with all 
their natural propensities, unrestrained appetites 
and passions strengthened by his own indulgence 
and confirmed by his own practices; while he 
sees them plunge into excess, sink in the _vor~ ' 








tex of dissipation, rove in folly and incongistens. 
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cy, or fall before the tribunals of justice, the 
good man sees his grow up in the ways of vir- 
tue, walk the paths of wisdom, sing in the bow- 
ers of understanding, or ramble over the,flow- 
ery lawns of religion; sees them shine with 
lovely graces, endeared by a'peculiar sweetness 
of temper to their parents, attracting the esteem 
ef their acquaintance and the friendship of all 
who know them. Early impressed with flial 
piety, they remember him, and do not forsake 
im in his old age ; but study to make his de- 
cline of life smooth and easy. Hence “his 
leaf also shall not wither.” He sees his chil- 
dren green, they do not wither away with evil 
or. vicious companions ; dissipation does not 
blast their verdure : and even the storms of the 
winter of life cannot destroy their freshness.— 
They bud in his bosom in this terrestrial soil, 
but they shall bloom with unfading glory in the 
bosom of his heavenly Father in the regions 
above. Hence the influence of religion on 
prosperity, hence the superiority of the good 
man over the bad; a mind free from perturba- 
tion, guilt, or remorse, firmly relying on his 
God, believing his pardon sufficient for the past, 
praising him for the present, and trusting him 
for the future—a heart susceptible of the high- 
gst felicity rendered supremely happy in him- 
‘self in the love and gratitude of others in the 
good conduct and bright «nd brightening pros- 
pects of his children. “ His wife is a fruitful 
vine by the sides of his house, his children like 
olive plants round about,his table.” 

Such is the influence of religion on the pros- 
perous, and such I presume is the desire of each 
of my respected auditors. Cultivate then, suf- 
fer me to entreat you, the benevolent affections 
ef the heart, acquire habits of virtue, place your 
dependence on God, keep his commandments, 
retreat from vice and the company of the un- 
godly, and this prosperity shall be yours; you 
“shall be like trees planted beside the rivers 
of water, that bear their fruit in the season, and 
whatsoever you do shal! prosper.” 


THE ESSAYIST. 


AN ESSAY ON et as GOODNESS. 
NO. V. 

This has been delayed on account of a press 
of other, matter though perhaps not more inter- 
esting, at least from its character demanded a 
more immediate insertion. 

The question now to be answered is an im- 

rtant one. Is there more good than evil in 
the world? The dreams of the Optimist are fas- 
cinating, they serve to beguile many @ weary 
hour of its tediousness. But they are dreams. 
So far as this world is concerned there is evil, 
evil absolute and often insupportable. Why it 











was introduced into this system man does not, 
cannot, know, how it exists, how it prevails, 
he may know, and by what means it can be re- 


Is there more good than evil in the world? 
The question is not easily answered. Who can 
measure ail the painful emotions ever felt? 
Who can measure the pleasurable ones? Till 
this is done we must remain ignorant of the 
true answer. Let the question be varied. Is 
the warld so constituted that man-may enjoy 
more happiness than he suffers of evil? This is 
in fact, the important question. This looks back 
only for instruction, while it looks forward toa 
more blissful station, and points out the way by 
which it may be obtained. 

Evil has originated in our imperfection, it is 
preserved by the ignorance of mankind, and 
experience proves it may be destroyed by du- 
ly enlightening the mind. Knowledge will 
dissipate the clouds of sorrow, dispel the shades 
of misery and light the human race to the foun- 
tain of felicity. If this be true man may be 
more happy than he is miserable: and if this 
is made to appear, we may pronounce the Crea- 
tor of the world good in creating it. This is 
as far as we can go. Nature will never prove 
the unbounded goodness of God. A survey of 
nature will prove he is rather good than evil, 
and we must ieave it to revelation to prove the 
extent of his goodness. 

To ascertain whether knowledge will make 
our condition better than it is, let us look again 
at existing evils. The evils, termed physical, 
are few and are not of the most grievous kind. 
The noxious effluvia of swamps, of stagnant 
waters, cause diseases, decaying animal and ve- 
getable substances, poison the air, infect the 
lungs, produce sickness and pain. But these 
swamps may be drained. The hand of indus- 
try may remove the stagnant pool, and art may 
guard against the diseases occasioned by the 
decaying substances mentioned. 

We speak of sickness, of colds and fevers. 
But these are not always owing to the changes 
of the atmosphere, nor to the poisonous effluvia 
flouting in the air. They often arise from un- 
due exposures, from excessive labour, from un- 
wholesome diet, and from mere mental agita- 
tion. In a well regulated state of society, these 
exposures, these excessive exertious, might be 
avoided. Experience might determine the 
most wholesome food, and-by secureing to ac- 
tive industry its just reward, there would be ne 
necessity of eating that which is unwholesome. 
In a well regulated state of society the wants 
of all might be satisfied with a moderate share 
of labour, the wants too, might be much cir- 
cumscribed. Hence that painful anxiety of 
mind, which often ruins the body as well as 
itself, would not be felt, cheerfulness would 
always be preserved and with it health, 

Sickness is also occasioned by indulgence, by 
indolence -which destroys the activity of both 
mind and body, and generates disease, or dis- 
poses the body to receive it. Intemperance, in 
eating or in drinking, vitiate the stomach, de- 





moved or lessoned, he ought to know, and must 
know, before he can be happy. 





ranges the whole system and hasten dissolu- 
tion, But these may be avoided. Not indeed, 
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by merely preaching against them. We may 
dec!aim against vice eternally, and be eternal- 
ly vicious. But by substituting an innocent 
gratification for a destructive indulgence. — 
Give the mind some employment, in which it 
can take interest, or let the hands be engaged 
in so.ne task which is honorable and useful.— 
Let both mind and body be exercised and these 
indulgences will become less and less frequent 
until they finally disappear: 

There is one fruitful souree of vice, of mise- 
ry. It is the wrong estimation we make of 
things. It is the misfortune of the world to 
prize things in an inverse ratio to their real 
worth: The most useful profession is deemed 
the least respectable, and the most worthless, 
the most honourable. The badge of labour, of 
useful labour, which should be the badge of 
merit, of distinction, of honour, is, by the strange 
perversity of men’s taste, the badge of degra- 
dation. The bloated Aristocrat in his hall of 
laziness or of vicious indulgence, who disdains 
any useful labour and would think himself de- 
graded by being beneficial, this bloated, worth- 
less wretch, looks with contempt upun the hum- 
ble mechanic or the industrious agricultural- 
ist. 

This makes those who are of the lower class, 
as it is improperly and cruelly named, impa- 
tient of their situation, makes them loathe their 
labour, anxious to be idle and useless that they 
may be respectable. This not only leads to 
erime in the poor classes, but leads to that idle- 
ness and listlessness which are the chief caus- 
es of that indulgence, that pride and those prac- 
tices which degrade and destroy the more 
wealthy and oppulent. Having no employ- 
ment, or unable to employ themsel\es in any 
useful occupation, they wear out their lives in 
immoderste eating, drinking, or some kind of 
intemperance, which would have been avoided 
had they deemed it not only innocent but hon- 
ourable to cultivate a garden, a farm, to pursue 
a mechanical profession, or had they obtained 
a relish for knowledge and been prepared to 
feast the mind with its fruits. Proper instrue- 
tion would correct many of these wrong habits 
of mind, would yive more beneficial instruc- 
tions. With these institutions we might be- 
come happy. 

Whoever will look on life as he should will 
admit we have all the materials we need, we 
only require to be taught how to use them in 
order to be happy. We can then exonerate 
Diety from the charge of a want of goodness. 
The world is a blessing to us, if it be not it is 
our fault and not the fault of him who made it. 
We may be happy, and doubtless the time will 
come when all will enjoy themselves. 

We have only to take up revelation, where 
our reason stops, and add inspirations to expe- 
rience. Life and immortality are brought to 
light through the Gospel. We are taught we 


shall live again, become the inhabitants of an- 
other world where all our doubts shalt be re- 
moved, where the darkness which now encum- 
bers our vision shall be removed, and we ena- 
bled to see the goudness of God shine alike re? 
splendant in what we have suffered anid in what 
we have enjoyed. | 
To a future life I look for thé evidences of 
the unbounded goodness of God. Ail may fi- 
nally terminate in good and the remembrance 
of our pain may enhance our bliss. As we 
have discovered we may improve our condi- 
tion, let us attempt it and wait patiently for the 
full revelation of that which can be but dark 
seen i= this world of existence. My Essay is 
closed. O. A. Bi 








































































THE MISSION OF CHRIST. 

The following articie is occasioned by some 
remarks of a correspondent. “he editor hax 
said less on the doctrinal parts of the Gospel 
than his readers might desire—less than he in- 
tended ; for it was his design to ha-e thrown 
in all he had to say on that subject, under the 
general head of “ y on Chrirtiauity.”— 
That design is not relinquished, bué will as- 
sume a different medium than a periodical to 
gain publicity. Hereafter, we shall treat the 
several detached parts of the Gospel as occa- 
sion may require. 

The man, who despises his own reflectigns; 
who cramps his mind by blind obedience: to 
the dicta of others, is as unfit to write for the 
instruction of others, as he is destitute of any 
rational sentiments of lis own. Opinions 
should be formed, not borrowed ; and as it may. 
be presumed that, what every man is required 
to believe, is within his reach, every one should 
not only exercise his powers, but he should 
learn to place the chief dependence on himself; 
and trust to his mental energies for the acqui- 
sition of truth. 

Religion, if true, is a thing in which all are 
equally interested. It ought to be equally a- 
dapted to the capacity of each individual.— 
Whatever requires @ mental power n0t com- 
mon to all, or whatever requires a degree of 
research and laborious investigation, which ey- 
ery man may not pursue, consistently with his 
duty to. himself and to society, or that which 
must make the many dependent on the few, 
making it the duty of a certain privileged class 
to explain, and the great body to yield there- 
fore a biind assent, is no part of a rational reli- 
gion, and by those who reflect, it must be for 
ever rejected. ' 

Religion is supposed to include faith or be- 
lief. Faithis the result of evidence, or of that 
which the mind deems such. Every man is 
required to believe, the evidences should there- 
fore extend to all, and be equally within the 
comprehension of each individual. Man is. 











creature of numerous wants; he must labour 
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to satisfy these ; he must support himself and 

* those who are dependent upon him. This 
myst necessarily include a large portion of his 
time, and prevent him from turning over all 
the legends of antiquity, and of sifting the 
truth from the falsehood. ‘True religion can- 
not require him to become acquainted with 
those evidences which it must occupy his whole 
life to learn. This would be charging Provi- 
dence with a want of care in adjusting the bal- 
ance of our duties. Nor can it be any better 
to hire a certain class to think and examine for 
us. This class may think more of their own 
interest than of truth, and a good living may 
seen¥the most agreeable fact to examine.— 
Hence the great body of the people would be 
as liable to be deceived and to believe wrong 
as right. 

The mission of Christ, according to the a- 
bove reasoning, must be plain, within the ca 
pacity of all, so plain that he who runs may 
read, and the way-faring man, though a fool, 
may understand; it must be understood by all 
it was designed to bless, and the evidences of 
its truth should be such as the most stupid ean 
comprehend, and the most sceptical acknowl- 
edge convincing. In this mission we must 
discover an object to be obtained, and we must 
see the means adequate to the end proposed. 

The first thing to ascertain is, what is this 

‘object, what is the end proposed by the mission 
ofChrist? A difficult question to answer, not 
from its own nature, but from the obscurity in 
which ignorance or fraud has involved it.— 

» There is no need of running over a refutation 
of false opinions. No man who understands 
the nature of moral justice, will admit God 
transferred our sins to Christ, and cursed his 
son for that of which he was not guilty, nor 
will any one who thinks, be more ready to ad- 

| mit the righteousness of Christ will answer for 
usin the sight of God, while we remain un- 
tighteous ourselves. ‘The very notion beyins 
with a falsehood ; it proceeds with cruelty, and 
ends as it begun in—a lie. God being always 
gracious, needed no sacrifice to appease his an- 
ger, or to dispose him to be merciful—and as 
the murder of an innocent person can never be 
very satisfactory to justice, all ideas of a vica- 
rious atonement or of expiatory sufferings must 
be excluded from the mission of Christ. 

The object may be soon stated: The world 
was sinful—man was disobedient, ignorant, 
alienated from God—in a word, unrighteous. 
Though he was in this situation, God still lov- 
ed him, and in this situation God commended 
his love to them that “ Christ died for the un- 

ly’ The mission was nof to reconcile 
God ; for God loved us. But did we love 
God? No; we needed a change ; and as we 
were unrighteous, the object of Christ’s mis- 
Sion was to make us righteous. ‘ Thow shalt 
eall his name Jesus, for he shall save his peo 


ple from their ime” “ Mim hath God reised 





up to bless every one of you by turning youl 
away from your iniquities.”’ 

¢We consider the object of Christ in his mis- 
sion was simply to reform mankind, not by any 
supernatural means, but by asimple operation, 
differing in degree, but not in kind, from the 
labours of every reformer. I am perfectly a- 
ware that most christians will think I degrade 
the works of the Saviour ; that the mission of 
Christ represented as being so grand and so 
august, is thus dwindled down to comparative- 
ly nothing. Right or wrong, this is all that 
universalists and unitarians allow, when their 
laiguage is properly sitoplified, and all that can 
be supported from the Gospel, when stript of 
the pomp of custom, metaphor, which, to us, 
tends to destroy the simplicity of the christian 
scheme. 

It should be bortie in mind, that Jesus of 
Nazareth, was one of those. benevolent indi- 
viduals who are far in advance of the age in 
which they appear. The trde nature of his 
mission was but imperfectly understood by his 
immediate disciples, and the succeeding age, 
who incorporated, or more in accotdance with 
general belief, began to incorporate, with his 
precepts, the pompous absutdities of prevailing 
systems of religion and philosophy, soon lost 
sight of their teacher, and retained nothing 
more of the Jewish Reformer than the name. 
His pretended disciples soon raised him from a 
man to an angel, from that to a demi-god, and 
at length to a god. Thus deified, he must 
have a work equal in magnitude to his sup- 
posed majesty. Hence patching up or rather 
filling up the mountains of Jewish and Gentile 
fables, they imagined he came to do what there 
never was to be done. Throwing aside every 
thing of this character, passing over the fables, 
wonders and prodigies, which ignorance and 
superstition ascribed to him, taking the outlines 
of his character as drawn by the four Evangel- 
ists, we may pretty satisfactorily ascertain what 
he enjoined, and what was the object he pro- 
posed to himself. 

The Jews had a vague conception of some 
personage which should arise to deliver their 
nation, and to raise it to the height of human 
glory. They called him “ Messiah,” that is, 
the anointed or a person commissioned, or, if 
you please, consecrated to a certain work.— 
Whether Jesus of Nazareth was the person 
they expected, is nothing, neither one way or 
the other. The fact seems that he either as- 
sumed the chatacter, or the appellation Messi- 
ah, was attributed to him, whether for the pur- 
pose of attracting the attention of the Jews, 
does not readily appear. 

The orievtals, particularly the Magi, had, by 
their astrological calculations and representa- 
tions; inculcated a belief that a great person- 
age, the Son, the Angel of Light, should ap- 

ar to destroy the works of Akriman, (the 

evil,) to regenerate the world, aid to imtre< 
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luce the reign of Light, or the reign of good. 
This notion became incorporated with the Jew- 
ish, and from the nnion of the two with some 
beautiful yninteligibilities from the Platonick 
school, has been formed the absurd system of 
religion, known in the world for the last fifteen 
hundred years as the christian, in which 
scarcely a particle of christianity can be found. 

The careful enquirer will perceive, and the 
philosopher, periaps, be amused to examine, 
the struggle of the Jewish and Persian proph- 
ets; but the Persian has triumphed, and the 
Ebionites, the Nazarines, the primitive follow- 
érs, the most orthodox are finally placed on 
the list of hereticks, and consigned over to 
damnation. The Gnosticks have perished in 
name, but their system, with a loss of a few of 
its ears, and by the acquisition of a little Jew- 
ish phraseology, and « little pagan idolatry, bas 
prevailed, and forms the basis of the religion 
most admired by christendom. 

Abating from the doctrine of Christ what is 
borrowed from these sources, with a spirit of phi- 
losophical discesnment, we may perceive Christ 
simply asa reformer, labouring to reform the 
abuses of his countrymen, to root out their pre- 
judices, to humanize their miads, destroy their 
bigotry and intolerance, and to give them more 
enlarged views of God and of mav. This will 
appear the object of his mission. To accom- 
plish this, he laboured with a zeal and perse- 
verance worthy our imitation. But the doc- 
trines he taught, the freedom of his strictures, 
and “sometimes the severity of his censures, 
drew down upon his head the rage of the rich, 
the proud, the bigoted and the powerful. Un- 
armed, he could not stand the shock—he lost 
his life. 

This object is still further enlarged, when 
we take into view his doctrine ; but even then 
his mission will be confined to mankind. its 
object was to produce rightcousness, to reform 
the world, to make the numerous family of 
man holy and happy. Was this a small object ? 
Was this unworthy the Nazarine reformer ? 
To us it appears the most noble, the most mag- 
nificent, and the most desirable object, which 
man can conceive. For this the philanthro- 
pist may labour with the warmest zeal, and for 
this he may well lay down his life. 


But is this all we are to expect from the’ 


Gospel? In one view, it is more than we can 
expect ; in another view it is but an item.— 
The Gospel has not reformed the whole world: 
and if the only salvation spoken of in the bible 
was a salvation limited to this life, universal 
salvation were indeed a dream. But there is 
another view of this subject: The doctrine 
Christ taught has relation to another world as 
well as this. This doctrine raises our hopes, 
and will give us eternal life. But Christ did 
not make this doctrine—he only taught it; his 
death did not make it true—it only served asa 
seal to its truth. This doctrine he received 





from God ; it is the doctrine of life and immor-= 
tality; brought to ight through the 1, not 
made true by it. The Gospel is nothing but 
its promulgation, aud the doctriné must have 
been true before its promulgation, or els¢ whew 
proclaimed it must have been false. It is in 
this doctrine, not in the person of Jesus; we 
have hope of immortality. But as'this was tes- 
tified by the death and resurfection of Christ, 
it is therefore said, we have “hope in his 
death.”—[ To be consinued. | F 

PE, 
ORIGINAL COTW: JHIGOQGTIONS, - 


CONSCIENCE. 


There is much said of conscience, and there 
is no little dispute respecting what it is. Some 
say it isa monitor within, a gift, from heaven, 
a principle implanted in the bosom of every 
sincere Christian which dictates right from 
wrong. But do not sinners feel its benign in- 
fluence ? do they net feel conscious of doi 
wrong? do they not bear with bitter angulll 
the heavy load of sin? are they not like the 
troubled sea, which cannot rest, whose waters 
cast up mire and dirt? Orthodoxy must answer 
no. However hagard may be the appearance 
of sin, orthodoxy must deny it is painful to'the 
sinner. 

A soul totally depraved, cannot be saidto 
possess the least degree of light ; it is-so com-. 
pletely blind that it has not the least sense. of 
duty, and nothing like goodness ¢an afford it the 
least enjoyment. Sin constitutes the whole 
felicity of a soul thus depraved, and is even 
rolled as a sweet morsel under the tongue-— 
This is total depravity. ‘ Heaven to such a 
soul would be the severest part of hell.” For 
his whole life and joy consists. in doing evil. 
Why then is not bell a place of complete hap- 
piness as heaven ? 

Heil according to received opinion, must be 
a place exactly fitted to the demon natures of 
the wicked, and it is the only place in which 
they can receive any enjoyment. Where then 
are the much boasted hell-torments? They 
cannot be inflicted on the righteous, and the 
totally depraved can have no greater enjoys 
ments, they constitute their heaven. 

These views teach us the reprobate have 
nothing to do with conscience, let us. enquire, 
how far the saints are actuated by its unerring 
influence. One sect feel it their duty to have 
a little water sprinkled on their face ; another 
class that the body should be immersed, and 
others that both modes are unnecessary. Some 
are very tenacious of a nt day in the 
week to be set apart for holy purposes, while 
others esteem a!l days as alike holy, and be-~ 
lieve it proper to. do good on any or every day 
of the week These with many other contra- 
rieties, daily witnessed, are equally the effects’ 
of conscience.. All our superstitions, with those 
of Heathen Idolatry may be traced to the Hani 
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cause. Thus far we mey learn the effects of 





conscience while it governs the hearts of the 


\ 


* 


ous. 

When the pious govern the Commons, con- 
science becomes a rod of iron. It is then its 
infuriate zeal is let !oose upon all infidels, her- 
eticks and unbelievers ; it is then it has no re- 
straint, and all opposed to its peculiar creeds, 
must be scourged and tortured iv a manner de- 
grading to our natures and shocking to huma- 
nity. Who can look over the pages of history 
Without the most painful sensations of horrour 
and regret, when he learns the torrents of 
blood, the extent of human butchery occasion- 
ed by a zeal for, but not according to know- 
ledge, by a form of godliness destitute of its 
power ? 

We may also find that conscience dictates to 
suffer the severest pain as well as to inflict it. 
Many have allowed themselves to be burned 
at the stake with lighted fuggots placed around 
their naked bodies or had their flesh consamed 
over a slow fire; in all the agonies of death 
they have persisted in their faith, unmoved, 
rather than to recant their sentiments. Such 
is the influence of this principle that it is prized 
more than life, and it leads individuals to glo- 
ty, in suffering, while the persecutors receive 
joy unspeakabie in hearing the groans and wif- 
nessing the anguish of their miserable victims! 

Heuce has originated the idea that the saints 
in heaven will rejoice while they see sinners 
writhing in hell. What a thought! Christian 
is this the principle of Divine love? Does this 
ponsirie soften thy heart and ceuse thee to 
love thy neighbout as thyself? Thy neighbour 
and is none thy neighbour but those who 
are exactly of thy faith ? Reed the instructive 
parable of the man who fell among thieves and 
blush for thy contracted philanthropy. Learn 
to imitate the good Samaritan, but beware of 
the proud end self-sufficient Priest and of the 
unfeeling Levit®. 

., It muy be said these outrages were practised 
in the dara ages of Popery and ought not be 
applied to the present state of society. In re- 


py we need only look at the conduct of our | 
adin 


clergy, end see how far they are be- 


hind their predecessors, according to their abil- | 


ity. Give them power and there would be the 
sathe spirit to destroy heresy. Is not Infidel, 
child of the Devil with ten thousand curses de- 
nounced against all who do not bow to their 
images and subseribe to their faith, daily thun- 
dering in our ears? do they not manifest a de- 
siré to be our rulers both spiritaal and tempo- 
ral? Our Legislators are annually harrassed 
With their spiritual petitions,-and many are bold 
to declare that our nation can never prosper 
until our rulers become devout members of the 
ehurch. Should Church and State be united, 
what have we to warrant vs, the vilest outra- 
, persecution will not again be committed ? 
JAS they mere devotedly pioys thon formerly ? 
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It is but a few years since our pious fathers 
governed the New England States and in them 
we may draw a true picture of the present 
church, for that same principle pervades the 
hearts and govern the actions of the present 
clergy ; that same persecuting spirit now pre- 
vails and it is the lack of power that secures 
our liberties. Conscience may be good but let 
us beware of those who obey conscience when 
not directed by just knowledge. Marcus. 
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CHURCH AND SPATE.—NO. 6. 

The sentiments contained in the extracts fiom Dr. 
Ely, inserted in our last, have obtained no smalt noto- 
riety. When compared with the object stated in the 
* Circular,” we have noticed, little doubt is left as to 
the real object of the Orthodox. Their intentions be- 
come obvious, and their plans are exhibited in bold 
They propose an amalgamation of the princi- 
pal religious denominations, from which, it is hopeds 
will result a ** wise national creed.” © And to maintain 
this creed, they efpress themselves desirous of procur- 
ing “a portion of the public lands,” for the benefit of 
the clergy. Thatis in plain English, our orthodox 
triends wish to fix the support of the clergy upon a so- 
lid basis to obtain for them sufficient state patronage to 
have them paid from the national treasury. 

Oar government, instead of being a civil institution 
must become the pillar of the church, and employ its 
influence and resources in the maintenance of ecclesi- 
astical diseipline. The government, indeed, is not re- 
quired to sey what religion it will support, but it is to 
} bow to the most numerous and the most influentiat 

party. This is evident from the whole tenour of the 
| orthodox logick. They complained of the committee 
in Senate, because they did not grant the prayer of the 
petitioners respecting the Sabbath Mail, They blam- 
ed the committees, on the ground that the petitioners 
had the majority ofthe Republic on their side. Hence 
on their ground, when the majority of the people ask 
government to’ aid their religion, government must da 
it. 

We as not, say the people, government to decide 
what religion we shall have, but to protect the reli- 
gion which we have. Protect the religion of the mi- 
nority? No. But the religion which the majority have 
said they will have. Hence it is plain to what class of 
the clergy, the publre funds must be appropriated ; 
not to all, but to a limited, yet sufficient number of the 
orthodox, and that sect may be considered orthodox 
who have the greatest On this 
ground, the authors of the ** Circular” would have re- 
ligion established, and by so doing, “ all opposition from 
infidelity would be borne down and uverpowered.” 

No doubt such an object may seem very desirable to 
some, but to those who ntuy chanée to be of the minor- 
ity, it may not seem worthy of all praise. _But how 
is it to be accomplished ? Our Government, say those 
religionists, is bound to obey the will of its constitnents¢ 
that is the wiltef the majority. Governments like 
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numerical force, 
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pars can be moulded with perfect ease, when\the peo- 
ple.are rightly instructed and are properly marshalled 
to the work. The majority of the people may say 
we will have such a religion,” noone can prohibit 
them. They may say they will have a certain sum 
paid to the preachers of that religion, and the national 
trezsury must pay it—the people are sovereigns. On- 
ly one thing is wanting; that is to have those who 
manage the government, prepare to adopt the measures. 
Now for Dr. Ely’s plan. 

“I propose fellow citizens a new party in politicks 
—aChristian party.” What is this for? Reader canst 
thou not perceive? Know then the orihodex want the 
Government to aid them, to patronise their plans and 
to give them the publick lands. Infidels would not do 
this. It is therefore necessary to have none but Chris- 
tians elected to any office. yea more, none but ortho- 
dox Christians, who are ready to aid the orthodox 
clergy in the support of their party. We will havea 
Christian party in politicks; we will elect nore but of 
acertain faith, and those we elect must understand we 
elect them for the promotion of our religion, They 
must know their duty is to aid our plaus as a sort of 
compromise for their election. 

Such is the plan. 
this, when you ask a religivus profession of your re- 
presentatives, your legislators, judges and other officers, 
vou may expect Salem witch-craft to return, and the 
period of hanging Quakers and banishing Baptists will 
again come round. 
tant. Beitso. But God in mercy avert it from our 
children, and grant the Beast, Which preyed apon our 
ancestors, may not live to devour our children. 

While on this subject, the memory of the past rises, 
crowded with mournful images—pictures appalling to 
less sensative hearts than ours, strike the vision; a 
warning voice from other days, comes on each breeze+ 
Sad asthe funeral dirge, sighing throngh the cypress 
grove, it bids us “ beware.”” The hallowed name of 
religion may become the pass-word to death, and the 
zeal, which the profession of piety consecrates, may be 
fed with unholy fires, and burn to the lowest hell.— 
Cold is the heart that does not love the Great Author 
of nature, unfeeling and unrefined is the sensibility 
that does not receive its highest bliss at the Altar of 
the Most High; but colder still and more dead to feel- 
ing the one which can even contemplate, without 
“trembling alive all o’er,” the return of priestly ig- 
noranee and clerical misrule. 


Americans, when you submit to 


You may think this day is far dis- 


The clergy have reign- 
ed. They, have, seated upon the thrones of the Cea- 
sars, made their power felt far beyond the farthest lim- 
ils of the Roman name. And then’* darkness was 
visible,” relieved only by the fires which lit the vic- 
tims to their tomb. Is that period to return? Is that 
gloom to’ be spread over our sun lighted land? It may 
be so. 

But why dec'aim? Why call up the melancholly 
picture of other times ? Why weep over the woes en- 
dured by generations gone? Whoever knew priesterait 
softened with tears, or mellowed by visions of sorrow? 
Priestcraft ! offspring of hell! relentless as death, all 
fevouring fs the grave; with an imagined warrant 








frohy God stalks forth with the. spirit of the devil, and 
spares neither age, sex nor condition ; neither vice nor 
virtue, nor aughi good or bad, déaf to the heart or in- 
different, that may grapple with its plans of universal 
dominion. If defeated—it sits like Marius on thé ruins 
of Carthage, smiling in scorn, writhing its lips with re- 
venge aid planning new scenes of murder and devas- 
tation. If succeseful, it breathes with the withering si- 
roc and fattens on the sighs, tears and woes of its ensla- 
ved victims. A heartless monster! hoping to reach 
Heaven by filling up mountains of wretchedness, or if 
doomed to hell, anxious to involve a universe indtsru- 
in. Butenough. It was in honour of this. monster 
Dr. Ely preached his sermon, and it is for this, their 
God, the orthodox clergy are labouring, and at his 
shrine they pay their morning and evening devotions, 
Deluded wretches, let them worship on, but God for- 
bid any more shotiid be seduced to join in their unholy 
worship! 

We need look no further, 
the plan. 


Dr. Ely has exhibited 
He hus told us fer whom we must vote and 
he has declared it his auxious desire to form @ par 
ty, which shall obey the directions he has given. Tha’ 

party is forming; his principles are being reduced to 
practice, and who can tell the results? Do they lack 
power? Our fature numbers will consider this enqui- 
ry. Sabbath 8-hools must pass in review, and we shall 
glance at the Mammoth Bible Society, and other mis- 
named benevolent institutions, and ask, how large are 
their funds? How fast are they increasing? Who has 
the control of these funds? and what warrant have we 
that thefe funds will be judiciously managed and pro- 
perly expended? Reader, tarn not idly from this sub- 
ject, Man may “steal the livery of the Court of Héa¥- 
en to serve the Devil in.”—Epirror 


WEAKNESS. 

A Friend in Chilacothe who was allowed by 
Mr. Rains to read the Advocate, by taking it 
out of the office and paying the postage, has re- 
quested us to discontinue sending the paper.— 
The reason assigned is, thet his faith is so weak 
that he seems afraid the Advocate will destroy 
what little he has, and as he derives all his 
happiness from this weak faith he is very much 
shocked with the idea of losing it. No wonder. 
We of course stop the paper, for not expecting 
any pay for it, there is no great profit to us in 
sending it. ae 

What our friend’s faith is, which he dreads 
to lose, and which he fears he shall, if he con- 
tinues to read our paper, he has not informed us, 
and we do not care; but one thing we are cer- 
tain, he loves that faith more than he does truth, 
or else he would not fear to ¢xamine it. 

Alas! There afe a great many like him, we 
pity them, would enlighten them, but find our- 
selves obliged to let them sink into the grave 
with all their folly, and God grant they may 
leave none of it behind. 

The same friend seems troubled to under- 
stand “ how a professed preacher of the Gospel 
¢an be an admirer of Miss Frances Wright, and 
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make quotations from her infidel writings.” — 
Now it so happens we have never proclaimed 
ourself an admirer of Frances Wright. We 
have aimed to be just to merit, and to lend our 
influence to rescue a benevolent female from 
undeserved abuse. We claim no praise for 
this, and when we learn it is inconsistent for a 





Gospel minister to speak in behalf of a fellow | 


being, who is devoting werself and fortune to 


what she believes the good of mankind—when | 


it shall be inconsistent for the Gospel Preacher 
to speak in behalf of slandered merit and ap- 
preciaté virtue, then we will lay aside the blacx 
coat and seek an asylum far from the haunts 
of men. 

But we have made “ quotations from her In- 
fidel writings.” We enquire for truth and we 
care not who assists us to find it. We copied 
an article from the Free Enquirer, writteu, we 
supposed, by the lady in question. If that ar- 
ticle be Infidel, be it so, we would to God there 
were more such infidelity in the world. 

But Miss Wright is “(an enemy to Christ 
and to his religion.” Had our friend read the 
Free Enquirer, or made himself acquainted 
with the writings of this lady, he might have 
spared this accusation. Miss Wright is not en- 
gaged in a war with creeds. Her object seems 
to be the enlightening of mankind, not in re- 
spect to another world, but in respect to this. 
She would elevate the condition of the human 
race and teach man to practice virtue. Her 
Object is good. Whether she takes the right 
method to accomplish it,1s another thing. We 
believe her labours will be useful. The sub- 
jects she treats are of vital importance to sociec- 
ty. Whatever tends to call the publick mind 
to these subjects, whatever elicits a discussion 
of these topicks must have a beneficial tenden- 
cy: 

We do despise that mawkish sensibility exhi- 
biied by professing Christains. Christianity is 
either true or it is false, if it is true, it has no- 
thing to fear from free enquiry, if it be false, 
we ought not to wish to believe it. For our- 
selves we have no fears on this subject. The 
greatest part of the last ten years we have de- 
voted t6 solving the momentous question, is 
Christianity true ? We have satisfied our mind, 
our faith on that point is fixed, not by tradition 
but by investigation. We are not conscious of 
any injury the study has done us, and we be- 
lieve it would be advantageous if every one 
would diseuss the subject for himself. The la- 
bours of our Free enquirers will tend to bring 
the evidences on this subject within our reach, 
they will increase our knowledge and whatev- 
er may be ‘he result, truth will be the gainer. 
—EbITOoR. 

EARLY CHRISTIANS. 

There is no little deception inthe world, and 
to the shame of professed Christians be it said, 
there is no little deception in the church.— 
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| What fine stories our doctors of divinity can 
relate! How meek and unoffending were the 
_ primitive christians! How ardent was their 
love! how forbearing was their conduct ! It is 
a pleasing dream to contemplate the Great God 
elothing himself with flesh, dwelling amongst 
| men, to teach them a system of religion, pure 
as the light of his celestial throne,—a system 
of charity and perfection. It is pleasing to 
mark this religion, gentle as the dew ypon 
Hermon, and beautiful as the rosedte blush of 
Aurora, stealing softly upon the hearts of men, 
| reforming their lives, and, patient under the 
| severest sufferings, diffusing .the blessings 
of benevolence and merey to all—a pleasing 
dream—but dream itis. Pure as christianity 
may be, benevolent as may be its conceptions, 
| this view of its origin is false as the fairy tales 
| of the nursery. 
| Christianity was mild in its origin! I speak 
| of what has always borne the christian name 
—it was benevolent ! it used no violence! noue 
| forsooth. When weak it was the lamb, when 
strong it was the wolf—aye, the tyger ; its 
mildness was the mountain cataract, its gentle 
spirit was the swollen torrent, sweeping the 
fields of the husbandman, bearing the stalls 
and food for his herds and flocks, oyerwhelm- 
ing his house, spreading ruin and devastation 
round! Christianity, it is said, was persecuted; 
We hear of the barbarous edicts of Pagan Em- 
perours. Doctors of Divinity, bring a Pagan 
edict that can match the persecuting spirit of 
the following, by Constans and Constantius, 
| sons of the great Constantine : 

“ It is our pleasure that, in all places and all 
cities, the temple be immediately shut, and 
carefully guarded, that none have the power of 
offending. It is likewise our pleasure that all 
our subjects should abstain from sacrifices. If 
any one should be guilty of such an act, let 
him feel the sword of vengeance, and after his 
execution, let his property be confiscated to the 
publick use. We denounce the same penal- 
ties against the governours of the provinces, if 
they neglect to punish the criminals.” Such 
is the language of a ‘hristian Emperour in the 
fourth century. It is no matter whether the 
law was ever put in force or not, it shows the 
spirit by which the primitive christians were 
inspired. Yet we boast of the transcendant 
purity of the early fathers, and consent to be 
governed by their dictum. Shame on human 
nature. O, Priests, where is your modesty ! 

Nothing is here said of what Jesus taught, 
for were one to teach the doctrine he did, he 
would be called a Deist ; and if Jesus himself 
should appear among his followers, he would 
be called an Infidel. Scarcely one of his pro- 
fessed disciples would acknowledge him as 
Christian. His followers have been monsters 
in vice, and the religion called his, begun in 
fanaticism, and has proved itself a bitter curse. 
Instead cf boasting of what our ancestors were, 
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J in those which may follow. 





jet us humble ourselves under a sense of their 
foolishness and wickedness, and endeavour to 
repair the injury they have done, by pursuing 
.aowledge and practising moral goodness. 





CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 

It seems we have involved ourselves in no 
small difficulty with the editor of the above 
named paper. We. accused the editor of a 
want of gravity in condescending to exhib- 
it his wit in puns. We said but a word, 
and that word would never have been said, had 
not the general character of the editor been re- 
markable for its gravity. He retorts upon us, 
that we are destitute of that precious garh, and 
attempts to prove it by our own confession. 

Now we make no pretensions to gravity.— 
We have uniformly acknowledged we had 
none. His retort is therefore useless. We 
very often laugh. True, we can cry, and we 
do sometimes look grave when we mark the 
hypocrisy which is so common among editors. 
But had the practice at which we only laughed, 
and which has so seriously affected our broth- 
er, whom in spite of our levity we sincerely 
esteem, come from one of our own disposition, 
it would have passed unnoticed, for it might 
have been in keeping. But from him who 
understands applying the terms “ Atheist,” 
“ Deist, ” “Infidel,” and other opprobri- 
ous epithets to a brother editor, whose greatest 
fault is he has the temerity to be honest, the 
practice deserved a passing remark. 
itor to whom we have alluded is a man of tal- 
ents, of learning and of piety, and like most 


acters of those who chance to believe too much 
or too little to meet his standard of orthodoxy. 
He scolded at us and we laughed at his puns. 





MISSION OF CHRIST. 

We have received two letteas requiring us 
to point outthe object of the mission of Christ. 
We publish under the head of Essayist an ar- 
ticle on this subject, written at the suggestion 
of another correspondent. All we have to say 
on the subject may be found in that article, or 
We invite some 
of our gifted divines or laymen to furnish us a 
few short and pointed essays on this subject. 
The views to be taken are to solve the fol- 
lowing questions. What necessity was there 
for the mission of Christ? What was his ob- 
ject mm coming? Will that object be accom- 
plished ? and is the object ascribed to him in 
scripture reconcilable with reason? We ask 
both orthodox and heterodox to give us their 
views. 





REMOVAL. 
We are requésted to state that Br. Whitnall 
has removed to Ogden, Monroe Co. N. Y, and 
has engaged to preach to the societies in Riga 


pious people, he knows how to stab the char- | 
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promising, and his labours as being successful. 
May the Great Head the Church be with him, 


and reward him for his ardusus exertions in 
the cause of our Redeemer.—Eb. 








It is not enough for a man to be honest and 
virtuous. He must be a hypocrite ; and what 
is most difficult, his hypocrisy must deceive 
himself. 





SELECTONS. 

[From the Columbian Register, printed at 
New-Haven, Connecticut.) 
CHARITY MISAPPLIED. 

It appears from the Annual Report of the A- 
merican Bible society, that their receipts for 
the year past amounted to the enormous sum 
of 143,184 dollars and 33 cents—and that they 
have given away 8148 Bibles and Testa- 
ments: allowing all the money collected, to 
be expended in the Bibles and Testaments 
given away, they will cost the moderate sum 
of 17 dollars and 57 cents each 4 

Query.—How much money will. it require 
to furnish every destitute family in the United 
States with a Bible or Testament, at the above 
price. 








From the Same. 
Mr. Editor :—A writer in your last paper, 





The ed- | 


| prevail. 





tnd Albion: His prespects are represented as 








who calls himself “ A friend to the circulation 
of the Scriptures,” appears to be somewhat 
disturbed at @ short statement made a few 
weeks since, showing the cost of each Bible 
given away by the mammoth Bible Society, 
and attempts to explain away the statement al- 
luded to, by saying “ that the greater part of 
the money received by the Bible Society is 
for bibles sold.” The annual report of that so- 
ciety speaks for itself, and however much thie 
“ friend to the circulation of the Scriptures” 
may be disposed to keep the truth out of sight, 
and give his statement a false coloring, figures 
will not lie ; and from the Bible Society’s Re-. 
port we learn that they received for Bibles and 
Testaments sold during the last year, 73,688 
dollars and 88 cerfts Donations 67,917 dollars 
und 90 cents ; and that the number of 200,120 
Bibles were issued by the Seciety. Of this 
number the astonishing number of. 8148 were 
given away !! Supposing the whole amount of 
the donations to be expended in Bibles and 
Testaments, the actual cost of each book the 
Society gave away was eight dollars and thirty- 
three cents! Notwithstanding some fanatics 
may fear the “ impression” these facts ma 
make upon the public, truth is mighty and will 
This pretended “ friend to the circu- 


lation of the Scriptures’ who probably knows 
the whole secret, tells us that “of all the re- 
ceipts of this (the bible) society for the past 
year, about one seventh part only has been ai 
its disposal to ennable it to make donations. 
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to destitute parts of our country, and to foreign 
lands.” Precious confession ! ! and has it come 
to this, :hat of allthe hard earned money wrung 
from the hands of the laboring part of the com- 
munity, from the men servants and maid ser- 
vants of our land, to furnish the benighted hea- 
then in foreign lands, and the ignorant and des- 
titute of our own country, with the words of 
eternal life, that but one dollar in seven is ap- 
plied to its intended object ? Is it so that six 
dollars of every seven given for charitable pur- 
poses is required to pay the salaries of agents 
and sub-agents, and their expenses for travel- 
ling in style in. steamboats and post coaches, 
and their board at the first and most costly tav- 


erns in the country ? Are the ignorant and un- | 


informed to be urged and solicited to give their 
money for benevolent purposes, and then look 
on and see six parts in seven of it taken toena- 
ble certain drones, under the title of agents, to 
get their living without ‘labour, out of those 
who do labour? Those whelike to, may mak« 
Bible and other Societies their agents to expend 
what money they have to spare fot charitable 
purposes, but I think I can do more good with 
my money than to have it expended in Bibles 
and Testaments at eight dollars and thirty-three 
cents a piece. I know that many honest book- 
sellers have Bibles and Testaments in great 
abundance to sell for less than seventy-five 
cents each. 





VIRGINIA AWAKE: 

[The following interesting communication 
from an important section of our country, hes 
just been received, and we cheerfully comply 
with the request to present it to our readers. ] 

Staunton, Augusta Co. Va. 

August 11, 1829. 
@ Mr. Editor—Much has been done nere on 
the subject of Sabbath Mails. This portion ot 
the country is overrun with Calvinism. It is 
needless to inform you, that the petition for stop- 
ping the mails on Sunday, was signed by a ve- 
ty large number of our citizens. 
mour which was raised against Col Johnson’s 
Report, and the secrets which Dr. Ely disclo- 
sed, have awakened the public mind, and they 
now begin to see their errour, as the subjoined 
proceedings of a meeting of respectable citi- 
zens will show. 

Ata meeting held in the Court House of this 
county, on Monday August the 10th, Thomas 
Evans, esq. was called to the chair, and Cyrus 
Currie appointed Secretary. Mr Joseph Har- 
. Tis opened the meeting with a short address, of 
which the following isthe substance. 

“ Nothing” said Mr. Harris, “ has excited 
greater interest in this part of our country, than 
the petitions addressed to the last congress, a- 
gainst the transportation of the U. S. Mail on 
Sunday. This feeling of concern has manifes- 
ted itself most plainly among a certain sect, 
‘Calvinists) which seems detetmined to erect 
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| if possible, a church establishment in our land, 
; Which is the only country enjoying religious 
| liberty on earth. True they disavow any such 
design, but are not their plans easily penetra. 
ted? And do they not form “ the entering 
wedge of a scheme to make this government a 
religious despotism, instead of a social and po- 
litical institution ?? Religion if it has any ef. 
fect, operates on the consciences of men; and 
an attempt to enforce the observance of any of 
its rites or institutins, is an unjustifiable as. 
sumption of power over the conscience. It rests 
solely on the belief of invisible realities, and 
of course can derive no weight or solemnity 
from human sanctions: We approve of a day 
of rést, but when the laws of the country re- 
quire it, and the importance of the duty forbias 
its being negl cted, we consider it not only 
wrong, but dangerous to our libertiesthat any 
one should interfere.” 

Afser some further remarks, the following 
resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That we are decidedly opposed to 
any petitions which have been or may hereaf- 
ter be offered to Congress against carrying the 
mail on Sunday. 

Resolved, That the evils resulting from such 
an arrangement would be great, and that busi- 
ness every where would be materially injured, 
by the stoppage of intelligence one day in seven. 

Resolved, That we will not hereafter patro- 
nize any individual who is connected with any 
society or association for the purpose of enfore- 
ing the better observance of the Sabbath; by 
pains and penalties. 

Resolved, That we believe it to be the wish 
of a number of the petitioners to erect an esta- 
blished church in this country. 

Resolved, That we consider such schemes as 
dangerous both to the civil and religious liber- 
ties of our citizens, and we think it the duty of 
every patriot to oppose them. 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be ap- 
pointed to correspond on this subject, with aay 
other committees that may be appointed in oth 
er places. 

Resolved, That Thomas Harris, Roemus Gor- 
| don, Charles Grandison, Andrew Roman, Jas. 
Venable, Charles Lucas, and Joseph Harris, 
Esqs. constitufe the said committee. 

THOMAS EVANS, Chairman. 

Crrus Currie, Secretary. 

By inserting the above in your valuable pr 
per, you will greatly oblige, 

A Friend of Reform. 








[ Communicated from Indianapolis, Indiana.] 

Sectarianism is increasing rapidly in this 
town and neighbourhood, and the religion 0 
Jesus Christ is on the wane. To join to some 
sect or other, has become the fashion of the 
day ; and as soon as the cloak is put on, theré 
is in a short time, a sure sign of degeneracy "4 
be seen in the conduct of the rew converts 
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that shows that they have exchanged the school 
of moial rectitude, for the school of intrigue 
and deceit. What better can be expected? 
Their ministers neglect to. impress on their 
minds the weightier matters, and are strenuous 


and particular only respecting the mint, annise, ' 
and cummin, in religion. There has been searce- | 


ly a sermon preached among the prevailing 
sects, for some months past, without urging the 
importance of keeping holy the first day of the 
week, the necessity of taking often the tempo- 
ral bread and wine, and the duty of v-ater bap- 
tism—while each side strenuously contends 


that their particular mode of baptism is the on- | 


ly right one. 

There is also, of late, a tenfold exertion made 
among the Presbyterians in particular, respect- 
ing Sabbath Schools. They have established 
them in different-scctions of this county, to the 
number of twenty schools, and caused the tea- 
chers and scholars to make a fourth of July 
celebration of themselves, as may be seen from 
the Indianapolis papers of July the 9th, and 
the advertisement of June 25th, in the same 

pers. They evidently want their works to 
c seen of men, like the Pharisees of old.— 
The Presbyterians persuaded some of the lead- 
ers of the Baptists and Methodists to join them 
in their Union Sabbath School Celebration, 
notwithstanding what they have seen respect- 
ing the designs of the American Sunday School 
Union. James Morrison, Secretary of State, 
(a Presbyterian) delivered the Fourth of July 
Union Sabbath School Celebration Address. 
The Governor of the state, (a late convert of 
the Methodist) was also mounted on the stand 
prepared for the occasion, among the Preach- 
ers and Elders of the different sects. ‘The 
concourse was numerous, the children alone in 
the ranks amounted to between six and seven 
hundred, What an army for the next genera- 
tion, in this new county ! Already some of this 
army, doubtless, are nearly prepared to belong 
to “ Dr.” Ely’s christian part, in politicks. If 
every county throughout the Union should pro- 
duce as many, he wilf soon have his number 
made up. The Presbyterians have discharged 
the Rev. George Bush, late Pastor in this town 
for disagreement with them in church disci- 
pline, and got another of late more suited to 
their minds, by the name ef John R. Mareland, 
who stated in his sermon of the 12th of this 
month, that those persons who withheld their 
gold and silver from supporting SabbathSchools 
and the Missionary cause, had better handle 
réd hot bars of iron. He told them it would 
be better for them in the end. The above are 
his exact words. Alas ! what will be our next 
doom. A Friend to True Christianity. 





ANOTHER MEETING OF FREEMEN. 
A large and respectable meeting of freemen 
was held in the Northern Liberties, Philadel- 
phia county, July 21, ‘¢ for the purpose of con- 





sidering the most effectual means of preserving 
our civil rights and privileges inviolate and un- 
trammelled by the influence of ecclesiastical 
interference and domination.” Our readers 
have already seen in the Reformer the pro- 
ceedings of several meetings held in this state 
of a similar kind, and as the proceedings atthe 
above meeting were not materially different 
from those before given and have been pub- 
lished in severat of the papers of this city, we 
shall only make such extracts from the Pream- 
ble aud Resolutions adopted by the meeting as 
are more particularly deserving of notice,which 
here follow : 

“ It is not exaggeration to say, for it is noto- 
rious, that clerical influence, if it nas not, is 
seeking and striving for pre-eminence; if it 
has not trammelled civil power, the time is not 
far distant when that which is now the safe- 
guard of thousands will be defiled by them. 

“ They have left no means untried to ad- 
vance their popularity and importance, or add 
to their already accumulated wealth. They 
have taken from the widow her mite, from the 
half grown child its donation, and from the 
more advanced in age, a portion of its , ittance 
to support and extend their views, in connet- 
tion with Bible, Home, and Foreign Missiona- 
ry, and Tract Societies, with other institutions 
equally valueless and unimportant to those who 
coutribute to their support. 

“* We have read with horrour, the history of 
past times, and some of them not very remote. 
Times in which ecclesiastical despotism pre- 
vailed, when men were denied the right of 
private judgement, and not allowed to follow 
the dictates of their own consciences; when 
those who differed in sentiment from those in 
power were denounced, accused of blasphemy 
aad heresy, and made to suffer for asserting 
their right to think for themselves. 

“* We shudder at the thought of a recurrence 
of these things, believing that as respects reli- 
gion every man is at liberty to think for him- 
self, and that any attempt to coerce man to 
think and act contrary to the dictates of his 
own conscience, is an infringement of his nat- 
ural rights, and a palpable violation of the laws 
of our country!!—With these views we sub- 
mit for consideration, the following Resolutions. 

“* Resolved, That we view with reprehehsion, 
the numerous attempts that have been made by 
ecclesiastics and their coadjutors to promote 
clerical power and domination, and secure to 
themselves the right and power of dictation in 
matters of religion. 

** Resolved, That we consider Bible, Mission- 
ary, and Tract Societies, together with the 
Sunday School Union, Theological Seminaries, 
&c. established by money drawn from the good 
natured and simple, as schemes devised by 
clerical extortioners, to afford them good and 
easy livings, and establish priestly influence 
and authority. 
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“* Resolved, That we conceive the vast sums , nately for Mrs. Royall, a court and jury were 
of money annually collected by these beggars found willing to listen to the soft words and 
of sumptuous living, through these schemes of ' plausible tales of her enemies, and ready ta 
pretended charity and benevolence, were much , le..d their aid to gratify the vindictive feelings 
better applied to the education of our youth, of an offended priesthood and their partisans. 
and relieving the distresses of our fellow crea- , To this cause must be ascribed the sentence 
tures. | against Mrs. Royall, viz.~-To pay a fine of 

“ Resolved, That we will not aid nor abet | ten dollars and costs, give security in the sum 
any of the above institutions, believing them of 250 dollars for her good behaviour for one 


to be gross impositions, and calculated to ix- year, and stand committed to prison until the: 


crease the power and influence of the clergy, | sentence be complied with. Mrs. Royall, we 
establish religious intolerance, and subvert our | learn, has since paid the fine, and her securi- 
civil liberties. | ties, it will be seen, are among the first people 
‘Resolved, That in order to preserve our , at Washington, to wit—Major Lewis, the se- 
civil rights and privilegesinviolate and untram- | cond Auditor of the Treasury; Dr. Jones, the 
melled by ecclesiastical influence, we will not | city Post Master; Mr. Henston; and Major 
aid in electing to any civil office, any man that | Eaton, Secretary of War. 
is in favour, or a supporter of the clerical! The followicg is a sketch of Mrs. Royall’s 
schemes of the day- but will vote for men | address. 
whose moral character and civil qualifications | [From the New-York Telescope.] 
recommend them to us. SKETCH OF MRS. ROYALL’s ADDRESS TO THE 
“ Resolved, That we approve of the design | JURY. 
and proceedings of the mectings held in Lan- “May it please the court, and you gentle- 
caster and Bucks counties, and Bristol town- | men of the jury—lI am glad it has come to this, 
ship, and recommend to ur felluw citizens to | although tne proceedings againsi me are a blot 
call similar meetings.” on the country which ages will not wipe out, 
The motive 1s too evident to delude the under- 
standing of the court. ‘There is a deep laid 
plan at the bottom, which ought to fill every 


MRS. ROYALL AND THE COURT AT WASHING- 
TON. 


The annals of judicial proceedings iu this 
country, perhaps cannot furnish an instance of 
such. auother farce as has lately been acted at 
Washington. Respecting the case of Dr. Wat- 
kins, we have nothing to observe, (except the 
remarkable circumstance of being between sev- 
enty and eighty days in making out whether a 
man was guilty or not, and incurring an ex- 

nse to the government of 10 or 15,000 dol- 
oom but the indictment, trial, and condemna- 
tion of Mrs. Royall, upon the grounds alleged, 
are certainly among the most extraordinary and 
unwarrantable proceedings in the records of our 
own, or perhaps any ather country. This case 
claims the attention and consideration of every 
friend to the freedom of speech and of the 
press in our land, as ominous of future events 
of the most alarming character to American 
citizens. The whole transaction is indeed a 


citizen with solemn fear. It is not a quest.on 
between A and b you are called on to decide ; 
itis a question between Liberty and Slavery. 
This is clear from the quarter from whence it 
comes, and from the individuals who compose 
the witnesses. Itis the mere echo of the Sun- 
day mail men, whose scheme is clothed in this 
wide disguise. These are the same men who 
have persecuted ine with unceasing rancour 
since 1 began to expose ther impositions on 
the people. In one instance they made an at- 
tempt upon my life—I mean the same sect— 
and with pens steeped in gall, have hunted me 
from one end of the Union to the other. I am 
a stranger in your land, gentlemen of the jury, 
and one of those heathens whom these reli- 
gious men pretend to counsel, yet they never 
attempted to counsel me, or give me a mouth- 
ful of bread; and though they have heaped 








stain on our country ; and the number of edi- 
tors who have fallen into the current against an 
unprotected female, and chimed to the same | 
tune with her enemies, fixes that stain still | 
moré deep, and will render it more durable. | 
Mrs. Royall, as is well known, in her writ- 
ings and speech, has been very severe against | 
the missionary schemes and missionary beg- | 


every species of slander and falsehood upon 
me, down to this day, and have ransacked eve 
ry corner of the city to hunt up my bitterest 
enemies, they have not been abl’ to produce a 
single immoral act of my life. It is therefore 
clear as the sun at noonday, that I am persecut- 
ed for my religious opinions, 

*¢ No. one who hears me this day but must 


gars, as well as tart and pointed in her remarks | be convinced that the prosecution against me, 
against the plans and proceedings of certain of | is one of fearful tendency, and should they 
the priesthood in our country ; and to obtain | succeed, no man will be safe. When they 
revenge, (as we learned by disinterested indi- | were defeated last winter, they wrote to their 
viduals from Washington) one Mr. Duffield, a | friends in Congress not to be discouraged.— 
Presbyterian priest, and a certain man whom |‘ We will gain a little now,’ said they, ‘and a 
Mrs. Royall had called “holy Willy,” set their} little again.’ This is one of the littles. Let 
heads to work to plot her downfall. Unfortu- | them once get the wedge in, and the Judge on, 
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the bench, and the President in his seat, may mately so. They are both persons of intelli- 


tremble for their liberty. I hope, therefore, 
gentlemen, that you will meet these encroach- 
ments upon our civil and religious liberty like 
freemen, Give this dangerous sect a prece- 
dent, and our liberty is gove. Pe:mit me, 


therefore, to impress upon your minds, that the | 


moment has arrived when you are called on to | 


say whether you will surrender your hberties 


to an aspiring priesthood, or nobly resolve to be | 
The eyes of the world are upou you.— | 


free. 
Now 1s the time, iv this temple of justice, to 
decide by your verdict the fate of posterity.” 

Alas for the fate of posterity—her appeal 
was unavailing. 

[The following paragraph from the Balti- 
more Republican, gives a pretty striking pic- 
ture of the court and jury that indicted anc 
sentenced Mrs. Royall. The Editor, Mr. San- 
derson, was summoned to Washington by this 
same court and grand jury, toanswer tor some- 
ting he had published respecting their proceed- 
ings so that this long court, like the Presbytenan 
Long Parliament in England, seemed disposed 
to hold in check or exercise a supervision over 
the whole nation, and substitute itself in place 
of a gag law upon all the presses of the coun- 
try, by impressing upon editors the majesty 
and extent of its authorily With the editor 
of the Republican, we congratulate the nation 
at the conclusion of the legal mummery that 
has been so long carried on at Washington, 
and hope such an other may never be witnes- 
sed in our country. But to proceed to the par- 
agraph alluded to. } 

“ The editor of this paper has appeared and 
went through an examination before the grand 
jury at Washington, in obedience to their 
much talked of summons. The object of the 
summons proved to be impertinent curiosity.— 
The grand jury wanted to pry into our private 
correspondence ! and we did not indulge them 
of course ; and of course we were discharged ; 
because the igaoramusses found out they had 
no law to compel us to reply to their stupid 
aud impudent queries. . We congratulate the 
nation at large, at the conclusion of the egal 
mummery which has been carried on in various 
shapes, forthe last sixty days at Washington. 
The court are composed of such materials as 
Skakspeare only could describe ; the counsel 
are worried to their last.gasp. The farce is en- 
ded—Exeunt omnes !”” 


|From the Western Times of June 27, printed at 
Centreville Indiana.} 

Mrs, Royal has again appeared before the 
publick, in her character of authoress. We 
knew of no American lady of the preseut day 
whose writings attract so great attention, or 
evince so close an observance of men and man- 
ners. The mother and brother of Mrs. Royall 
live near us, with whom we have been acquain- 
ted several yaars—with the brother very inti- 





gence,and the old lady, apparently 90 years of 
age, retains a distinct recollection of the princi- 
pal characters of the revolution—particularl 
those of Virginia, hernative state. ; 


Presbyterian Statistics for the year 1829. 

Among the funds reported by the Presbyte- 
rians, as having been collected during the last 
| year, are the following: For Foreign and Do- 
| mestic Missions, 39,150 doilars and 53 .cents 5 
| for the support of Theological Seminaries, 
| 10,054 dollars and 52 cents; and for training 
up young men for the ministry, 20,390 dollars 
and 54 cents; in all, 73,068 dollars and 26 
cents. If to this were added the amount col- 
lected to pay for preaching, building meeting- 
houses, &c. we should .have a sum thet would 
astonish maiy of our citizens, and might sanc- 








tify the whole nation, if money could have any 
tendency to produce such an effect. 





The number of Missionaries emp'oyed by 
the American Sunday School Union the last 
| year, for promoting its interests, was fourteen, 
besides its numerous agents. ‘The number. of 
| teachers belonging to the society at the time 
of its lete annual report, was 52,663, and the 
number of its scholars was 349,202, being an 
increase of 19,967 teachers and 80,546 schol- 
ars since the report of the preceding year — 
‘Thus by system and perseverence this.clerical 
engine moves forward in spite of all the oppe, 
sition made to impede its progress. 





AGENTS. 


Stephen Parsons, Denmark Lewis co. N, ¥.—Nae- 
than Chichester, Sherwood’s Corners. 

Mr -Hobbs, Louisville K. Y., in place of E. Lon», 
who has subjected us and our subscribers to much in- 
convenience by collecting money for the Advocate and 
not making returns thereof Whenever we are so un- 
fortunate through misinformation as to appoint impro- 
per, or disresponsible agents, our subscribers are re- 
quested :o vive us notice, and remit the money directly 
to the publisher. 





THE FOLLOWING BOOKS ARE FOR SALE AT 
THIS OFFICE. 
Kneeland’s Greek and Eng. Testament, 
Do. Lectures, 
Balfour’s Ist and 2d Inquiry, 
Ballou on Atonement, 
Do. notes on Parables, 
Light of Truth, 
Canfield’s Review, 
Ancient History of Universalism, by H. Bal- 
lou 2d, 


| History of Universalism, by T. Brown. 


‘lished by distinguished Universalists. 


| 





Together with a variety of pamphlets pub- 
The 
above books are chiefly so well known that any 
recommendation from us would be supertiuous, 
Ancient History of Universalism is a new 
work, and one which all classes of readers 
should be anxious to possess. 
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Wortick Departinent. 


From the Worcester Yeoman. 
THE CHEROXEE’S REPLY. 
To the propostiron that they should move beyond 
the Missisippi. 
No never ! we wear not the shackles of slaves, 


And our fathers’ siern spirits would start in their 
graves, {tread, 

Ifthey heard in their lov’d haunts the stranger’s proud 

Trample lightly the wild grass that waves o’er their 
bed 


We own not your laws or your treaties—this soil 





Shall be ours, till your armies have made it their spoil, | 


For twas ours by the gifi, by the charter of God, 


Long long ere its wilds by the white man were trod. 
There was strength in the bow of the red hunter then» 


And the foe fled before the stern Cherokee men, 
Then far as the eye now o’er forest can :oam, 
Was the land of the free, and our own sacred home. 


But woe to the day when a welcoming hand, 


Spread the bounteous feast for the white man’s weak 


hand, 
They came to our shores, a lone shelterless few, 
They drank of our cup and they e’er found us true, 


But the serpent we cherished and warmed at our | 


breast, 
Has coiled round our vitals—let time tell the rest. 


—z—No, never ! if perish we must from the earth, 


Jet us die where we’ve Jived in the land of ow: birth 


°T is in vain we are told of a lovelier sceue, 


Far away, where the deer rove in forests more green, 


Where the step of the stranger wil! never intrude, 
And Nature stiil smiles in her own solitude. 


on oak, round whose head the lightnings have play’d 
ill its withering form is scarce traced in its shade— 


Say ! would you its beauty and vigor restore, 

Jf you plant it anew on some far distant shore ? 

Oh no, while its roots cling to where it once grew, 
It may: linger a life which no artcan renew. 

It is thas with our race ; we can never aguin 
Repeople the forest nor hope to regain 

The power of the past. The dark warriour’s form 
Is blasted and bowed by the merciless storm 

Then leave us to die, midst our own native shade, 


Where they grow in their pride—there alone Jet us 


fade. 


STANZAS. 

There’s many a brow that wears a smile, 
Above a heart of care ; ° 

And many a laughing eye conceals, 
The writhing of despair. 

We would not that the world should see, 
The bosom’s dark recess ; 

We would not that the world should know, 
Its utter loneliness. 


The crowded hall —the joyous scenes— 
Cannot dispel our grief, 
In pleasure’s gaudy, glittering train, 
n vain we seek relief. 
There lurks a sorrow in the heart— 
A deep corroding care— 
We turn us from the mirthful throng, 
To view the anguish there. 
And vain are beauty’s smiles to light, 
The ruins of the soul, 
And worse than vain the maddening draught ; 
The wine cup and the bowl. 
Its pleasures, like the fitful blaze, 
Within the silent tomb ; 
Whose flickering light but shows more clear, 
{ts sad funereal gloom, 





In vain we seek in solitude 
The calmness of repose ; 

In vain we court the stilly grove, 
Neglectful of our woes. 

Grief still will hover 0’er the soul, 
And we must yet endure. 

Misfortune that no charms may heal, 
No human heart may cure. 


TAKE BACK THE BOWL. 


Tuke back the bow]! take back the bow!! 
Reserve it for polluted hps— 
I will not bow a tameless soul 
Beneath its dark and foul eclipse 
I knew that lite must henceforth he 
A weary and unblessed thing ; 
That hope can lend no ray to me, 
No flowers along my pathway spring. 
Well, be it so—my life hath been 
Beyond the 'ow and vulgar aim— 
The deeds of base and heartless men 
Have never dimmed my honest name ; 
And I am proud—aye, even now, 
Amid the shades of deepest ill ; 
The fearless tread—thejopen?brow-—— 
The bribeless hand are lett me still. 
Take back the bowl!—I will not steel 
The haliowed memories of the past=< 
They-add no pangs to those | feel, 
Nor shadows on the future cast. 
Aye, take it back! let others bring 
Oblivion o’er the haunted soul— 
My memory is a blessed thing — 
Away ! away !—take back the bowl. 
An upright heart—a guiltless brow— 
A soul unbowed, are leit alone ; 
I wili not breakin madness now, 
The only staff l }ean upon ; 
The keenest pangs that griefcan send 
Shall never prompt to deeds accursed— 
Take back the bow] !—I will not bend 
A towering spirit to the duet. 


I SPEAK NOT--I TRACE NOT. 
Recovered fragment of Lord Byron. 
I speak not, | trace not. | breathe not my name, 


There is grief in the sound, there were’guilt in the fame, 
But the tear which now burns on my cheek may impart 


The deep thought that dwells in that sileace of heart. 
Too brief for our passions, too long for our peace, 


Where those hours can their joy or their bitterness 


cease ; 
We repent we abjure, we well break from our chain 
We must part, we must fly, to unite it again. 
Oh! thine be the gladness and mine be the guilt, 
Forgive me adored one, forsake if thou wilt, 
But the heart which | bear shall expire undebased, 
And man shall:not break] it, whatever thou mayest, 
And stern to the haughty but humble to thee, 
My soul in its bitterest blackness shall be ; 


And‘our days se6m as swift and our moments more 


sweet, 
With thee by my side, than the world at our feet. 
One sigh of thy sorrow one look of thy love 
Shail turn me or fix, shall reward or reprove ; 
And the heartless may wondey at all we resign, 
Thy lip shali reply not to them, but to mine. 








—————— es — 
1? The Gospel Advocate and Impartial Investigator 

is published every other Saturday, by U.F.DousLEeDAt, 
(10 whom all letters and communications must be ad 
dressed, post paid,) af $1 50 per annum, payable ™ 
advance, to be increased lo $2 00, if not pard within 


siz months. 
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